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E.O. 11652: N-A 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL IN THE IRISH PRESS JUNE 30, 1978 

FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN THE IRISH PRESS, JUNE 
30, 1978 UNDER THE HEADING THE MONDALE VISIT. 

ALTHOUGH THE WHITE HOUSE HAS INSISTED THAT DURING HIS 
VISIT TO ISRAEL, WHICH STARTS TODAY, VICE-PRESIDENT 
WALTER MONDALE WILL NOT TAKE PART IN ANY NEGOTIATIONS ON 
THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PLANS THAT HAVE NOW BEEN HANGING 
FIRE FOR A REGRETTABLY LONG TIME, MR. BEGIN AND HIS 
MINISTERS ARE FAR FROM BEING REASSURED. 

ONE REASON FOR THIS UNEASINESS IS THAT THE MAIN PURPOSE 
OF MR. MOND ALE'S THREE-DAY VISIT IS GIVEN AS BEING TO 
TELL ISRAEL THAT IT CONTINUES TO HAVE AMERICAN SUPPORT, 
WHICH WAS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE. THERE NOW APPEAR 
TO BE SOMETHING MORE INVOLVED THAN A PURELY CEREMONIAL 
GOODWILL GESTURE. 

THE WHITE HOUSE PHRASE, "A RATHER MORE SUBSTANTIVE 
PURPOSE" IN RELATION TO THE VICE-PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 
IS TAKEN IN JERUSALEM TO IMPLY THAT INCREASED U.S. 

PRESSURE ON ISRAEL TO BE MORE ACCOMMODATING IN ITS 
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RELATIONS WITH THE ARABS IS TO BE EXPECTED. 

THE EXTREME DIFFICULTY OF APPEARING TO MAINTAIN A 
NEUTRAL STANCE BETWEEN JEW AND ARABIS ILLUSTRATED 
BY MR. MONDALE'S PROJECTED VISIT TO JERUSALEM'S 
WATT, TNG WALL. ORIGINALLY, MR. BEGINS CABINET 
HAD WANTED THIS TO BE AN OFFICIAL OCCASION. MR. 

CARTER'S MIDDLE EAST ADVISERS TOLD HIM THAT THIS 
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WOULD BE TAKEN BY THE ARABS AS AN IMPLICIT RECOGNITION 
OF ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY OVER EAST 
JERUSALEM, WHICH IT CAPTURED IN THE 1967 WAR. THE 
VISIT IS STILL ON, BUT NOW IT WILL BE A PRIVATE ONE. 

THE BOMBING IN JERUSALEM’S CENTRAL MARKET YESTERDAY, 
WHICH KILLED TWO PEOPLE AND INJURED 42 OTHERS, WAS 
OBVIOUSLY TIMED BY THE PALESTINIAN COMMANDO UNIT 
WHICH ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ATTACK TO 
IMPRESS ON MR. MONDALE AND PRESIDENT CARTER THAT 
ISRAEL'S CLAIMS TO ANY PART OF FORMER ARAB TERRITORY 
ARE STILL BLOODILY RESISTED. ACTS OF THIS NATURE, 

AS WE HAVE SEEN SO OFTEN IN OTHER PLACES, 

INCLUDING NORTHERN IRELAND, ARE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. 
THE JERUSALEM KILLINGS WILL ACCOMPLISH NOTHING EXCEPT 
TO STRENGTHEN PRO-JEWISH SENTIMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES. KRENE 
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